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About Monuments. 

]T is a frequent remark of visitors to our modern cemeter
ies that a monotony already begins to be apparent in 

u the style and form of the monuments. Obelisk, sar
cophagus and cap monument succeed each other with only 
slight variations, the effect being a dull uniformity not 
forming agreeable sentiments. The mistakes which have 
been made in this respect force themselves on our notice, 
and are too serious not to make us anxious to avoid them. 
Nothing can tend more directly to render such grounds 
tame and uninteresting than the frequent recurrence of 
the same or similar forms in monuments and tombs. 

"A correct idea, expressed in stone, may be beautiful 
so long as it is unique, but by too frequent imitations and 
in too close proximity with the original it may destroy the 
charm of the first, and ultimately inspire feelings the 
reverse of those desired." 

"It is not strange," says an author, "that there are 
numerous violations of good taste in the adornment of 
burial plots. In a majority of cases the subject has never 
been considered until the loss of some friend calls for a 
memorial to mark the spot. While there are some whose 
good tastes are a sufficient guide in matters of this kind, 
it is certain that far the greater number rely mainly on 



opinions derived from others. Those wishing to erect 
monuments, memorials, or build mausoleums should avail 
themselves of the advice and assistance of those who have 
been educated in monument designing, and have spent 
years in its study and practice, thereby becoming experts. 
A painting for the parlor or a statue for the lawn, if, after 
familiar study, it does not prove to be what was expected, 
may be sent to the auction room and disposed of. A mon
ument or tomb cannot be thus easily gotten rid of." 

Designing for monuments, mausoleums and memorials 
is a branch of architecture quite separate from ordinary 
house and building work, requiring special study in pro
portion, ornament and construction to obtain the best 
results. Monuments and tombs are seldom placed so 
firmly as to defy forever the forces that are continually at 
work to weaken and throw them down. Improper material, 
faulty construction and bad workmanship frequently incur 
far greater loss than the first cost would have been, made 
in the most approved and correct manner. 

STATUES AND CARVED WORK. 
The most unsatisfactory piece of memorial work is a 

statue when badly designed and poorly executed. Very 
few really good statues are to be found in this country, 
most of them being produced by apprentices and poorly 
paid artisans in Italy, where hundreds of figures are made 
from the same model, and shipped wholesale to this country. 
We prepare full sized models in clay, for portrait or ideal 
figures, busts, medallions, bass-reliefs, realistic and conven
tional designs in carved work, which are submitted to the 
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part}' for correction and approval before casting in plaster. 
If a satisfactory model is obtained, the work of transferring 
to granite, marble or bronze is then mechanical, and we 
can guarantee to furnish an exact reproduction of the model. 
Two or three pieces of our statuary work are illustrated 
herein. 

PRICES. 
The cost of monuments varies with the design, according 

to size, kind of material and finish. Small monuments can 
be furnished from 8200 to $1000, and larger ones in propor
tion to size and finish. Special estimates prepared, and 
work erected in all parts of the country. Headstones and 
footstones can be furnished from $20 to S50, and boundary 
posts from $8 to §25, as illustrated on pages 31 and 32. 

SELECTION OF A MONUMENT. 
In the selection of a family monument the principles of 

most importance may be designated under the following 
heads : First—Beauty of Design. Second—Excellence of 
Material. Third—Workmanship. Fourth—Cost. 

FIRST—Beauty of design we hold to be of greater im
portance than any other consideration. If the design is 
imperfect or inartistic, good workmanship cannot produce 
a fine monument. Until very recently the designing of 
monuments and tombs has been left to uneducated artisans, 
whose sole qualification for a task that architects and 
sculptors concede to be among the most difficult is a certain 
dexterity in putting their crudities on paper. The workman 
may be skillful and practical, but has not been educated to 
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design and plan in the different branches of standard 
architecture to secure perfect proportions, artistic excellence 
and originality. 

SECOND—Quality of Material. Consider only the best 
material, which should be, as a rule, left with the designer 
to decide as to whether it must be of fine or coarse grained 
stone, light or dark in color, whichever is best suited for 
the particular design in question, the durability and lasting 
qualities always being considered. 

THIRD—Workmanship. Accept only the best finished 
work. If a good design, made of the best material, is 
poorly executed, the result must be unsatisfactory, especially 
if portions of the work contain fine mouldings and carved 
parts, requiring skilled labor and artistic treatment. 

FOURTH—Cost. The cost is a first and last considera
tion, and must necessarily always be borne in mind by the 
architect or designer. If the expenditure is limited to a 
certain amount, and the design selected is found too ex
pensive, it may sometimes be reduced in size and embellish
ment; but frequently a design, beautiful when made of 
large proportions, is not recognized as the same when 
diminished in size. A new design should then be selected 
rather than change good proportions; use cheaper material 
or employ less skilled labor in its completion. 

ABOUT MAUSOLEUMS. 
This method of sepulture is becoming more popular 

every year. Much of the foregoing about monuments will 
apply equally well to building mausoleums, except that the 
latter are larger and composed of more and smaller pieces 
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of stone, necessitating greater care in designing and con
struction. The walls should be of a sufficient thickness to 
give strength and durability. Where angles occur, each 
alternate course should be composed of solid stones cut to 
the angle required, so as to effectually prevent a separation 
of the walls. The roof should be of large granite slabs, 
fitting over each other, leaving no vertical joints exposed 
where leakage may occur. The interior should be formed 
with shelves, fitted with marble tablets to cover and seal 
each catacomb separately. Bronze is the best material for 
doors when properly and strongly made, secured by strong 
hinges to the granite jambs of the entrance. Stained glass 
memorial windows are used at the rear or sides, admitting 
a subdued light, adding much to the pleasing and cheerful 
effect of the interior. Many tombs are now being built 
after badly planned designs, using cheap material, which, 
when exposed a few years to the severities of our climate, 
will show open joints, which rapidly widen by freezing and 
thawing until water enters and decay begins. It is a 
mistake to build tombs or mausoleums unless a sufficient 
amount is set aside to secure the best material, most ap
proved plans and good workmanship. Mausoleums above 
ground or partly covered can be built for S3000 and upward, 
depending upon the size and design. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 
We illustrate herein a few of our designs, representing 

different styles in monumental architecture. We do not 
claim for these designs absolute correctness, owing to being 
often compelled to change them to conform to our cus
tomers' wishes, either as to style or to reduce the cost. 



Many of our designs in both monuments and mausoleums 
are erected in Woodlawn, and we shall be pleased to have 
you call at our office and go with us to inspect them. We 
execute many of our orders in our works at Woodlawn, 
where the work can be examined during its construction. 
In case of large orders it is frequently more desirable to do 
the work at the quarry. 

QUARRIES. 
We own large quarries at Westerly, R. I., producing 

the fine grained, light gray or white Westerly and the pink 
Westerly granite. Westerly granite is celebrated all over 
the country as the only stone that fine carving and statuary 
work can properly be executed in. An inspection of the 
finished stone and comparison with other materials, we 
think, will convince any one of its superiority for fine work. 
We have desirable arrangements with all the best quarries 
in the Eastern States to obtain any stone the purchaser may 
select. 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND MODELS. 
We have at our office a large collection of designs; we 

also prepare special original designs to meet individual 
wants. We keep on hand a large number of photographs 
of monuments and mausoleums, made by the best native 
and foreign artists, from which ideas can be obtained. We 
shall be glad to have you visit our office and inspect them, 
or, if inconvenient to call here, our agent will submit such 
designs and photographs as you wish at your office 01 
residence. Address 

LAZZARI & BARTON, 
WOODLAWN, NEW YORK CITY. 
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OBELISK MONUMENT. 
Erected for Mr. Nathaniel Withered in Woodlawn Cemetery, 1892. 
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CANOPY MONUMENT. 
Erected towthe late Otto Huber in Cypress Hills Cemetery, June, 1890 

W. L. Cottrell, Architect. 
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